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HONORING SHELBY O’NEIL
HON. JIMMY PANETTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 5, 2017

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Shelby O’Neil, a dedicated con-
stituent of the 20th Congressional District. At
just sixteen years of age, Shelby has found a
passion for environmentalism that she has
channeled in ways that are truly exceptional.

In my district on the central coast of Cali-
fornia, we understand the importance of con-
servation and respect for the natural environ-
ment we all enjoy. Among the many parks and
recreation areas in the 20th district, our crown
jewel is the Monterey Bay National Marine
Sanctuary. This pristine stretch of coastline,
while enjoyed in many ways by residents and
tourists alike, also stands as an enduring re-
sponsibility to the residents of the Central
Coast to ensure its protection. Protected lands
such as the sanctuary in our backyard are liv-
ing postcards that we pass to future genera-
tions. It is up to those future generations to
shoulder that burden and rise to the respon-
sibilities. Shelby has answered this call, and
has risen to this challenge in truly impressive
ways.

Shelby has demonstrated sincere dedication
to the cause of reducing ocean pollution and
has built a framework with which to engage
her peers, neighbors, and businesses in pro-
tecting our local environment. She came to
develop a passion for this cause by volun-
teering at the Monterey Bay Aquarium, a
world-renowned institution of marine biological
research. During her time as a volunteer,
Shelby quickly learned about the threat that
pollution poses to the ocean. Determined to
take action, Shelby founded her own nonprofit
organization, the Junior Ocean Guardians.
Under Shelby’s leadership, the Junior Ocean
Guardians have planned several beach clean-
up efforts and done classroom presentations
at schools around the Central Coast to raise
awareness and build support for the organiza-
tion’s mission of protecting our oceans.

In addition, the Junior Ocean Guardians are
championing a new initiative called “No Straw
November.” In my home state of California, a
permanent ban has been issued on plastic
bags due to the unnecessary pollution they
cause in our oceans. However, there is still
much work to be done in reducing other
sources of plastic pollution. That is why | am
so impressed with the Junior Ocean Guard-
ians, who have taken on the goal of ending
the use of single use plastic straws, which
pose a serious risk to our diverse marine eco-
systems on the coast of California. No Straw
November represents an effort to raise the
public’s awareness of the importance of plastic
pollution by challenging participants to go an
entire month without using a single use plastic
straw. While there is much work to be done in
the halls of Congress to address environ-
mental pollution, real change begins by chang-

ing our habits and behaviors. By challenging
her community to make the small sacrifices
necessary to sustain the beautiful natural habi-
tats we all enjoy, Shelby is performing a vital
civic duty, and her efforts set her apart as an
example for her peers.

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to add my
name to the recognition of Shelby’s accom-
plishments, and wish her the best in her future
endeavors. | encourage all of my colleagues in
the House to show their support by joining me
in taking the No Straw November challenge.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF LUZERNE
COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE
ON THEIR 50TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 5, 2017

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Luzerne County Community
College, which is celebrating its 50th anniver-
sary this year. LCCC was founded in 1966 by
the Luzerne County Board of Commissioners
as a public, two-year college to provide afford-
able, accessible education for residents of
Northeastern Pennsylvania and first began
educating students in 1967.

When the College opened in 1967, North-
eastern Pennsylvania was facing a pivotal mo-
ment in its history as the regional economy
shifted away from coal industry jobs. The Col-
lege responded to the demand for qualified,
educated individuals to meet the needs of the
area’s rapidly changing industrial framework.
From a two-building location in Wilkes-Barre,
LCCC moved to its permanent, 122—acre loca-
tion in Nanticoke in 1974. In the early 2000s,
LCCC began expanding its reach beyond its
Nanticoke Campus to include Hazelton, Ber-
wick, Elk Lake, and its newest location in
downtown Scranton.

Today, Luzerne County Community College
offers associate degree, certificate, and di-
ploma programs to over 5,000 students annu-
ally. The community college option provides
affordable college education to a diverse stu-
dent body from recent high school graduates
to adult learners who are returning to the
classroom for the first time since high school.
LCCC offers programs in Nursing, Criminal
Justice, Business Administration, and Com-
puter Information Systems.

For many students, their education does not
end with Luzerne County Community College.
Many choose to continue their education at
one of over 40 baccalaureate degree-awarding
institutions with which LCCC has matriculation
or transfer agreements. Many students in
Northeastern Pennsylvania are set on a path-
way toward success that begins with a strong
educational groundwork from LCCC.

The College is committed to remaining at
the forefront in affordable, accessible edu-
cation in the Wyoming Valley and continues to
adapt and respond to meet the needs of the

area’s growing and changing educational, eco-
nomic, and industrial needs.

———

IN HONOR OF REVEREND ELIJAH
SMITH, SR.

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 5, 2017

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor a dedicated man of God, com-
munity servant, Civil Rights Leader, family
man and friend of longstanding, Rev. Elijah
Smith, Sr. Sadly, Rev. Smith passed away on
October 2, 2017. His funeral service will be
held on Saturday, October 7, 2017 at 1 p.m.
at the St. Peter A.M.E. Church in Fort Valley,
Georgia.

Reverend Elijah Smith, Sr. was born on De-
cember 28, 1939, in Fort Valley, Georgia, to
the union of the late Mr. Samuel L. Smith and
the late Mrs. Ola M. Johnson Smith. He was
educated in the Peach County School System.

On October 11, 1964, Reverend Smith re-
ceived a calling that would change his life for-
ever—he was called to preach the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. He acknowledged this calling at
the Allen Chapel A.M.E. Church in Peach
County. His first pastoral appointment oc-
curred in 1967 in the Eastman Circuit in East-
man, Georgia. He served in Eastman for four
years. He was then assigned to the Allen
Chapel and Mountain Creek A.M.E. Churches
in Sumter County where he served for a total
of 13 years. In 1984, he was assigned to the
St. John A.M.E. Church in Columbus, Georgia.
During this time, the church was destroyed by
a tornado and he was instrumental in the re-
building of the church at its current location on
Steam Mill Road in Columbus. He served at
St. John for ten years. Because of his legacy
of service and his commitment to the Gospel
of Jesus Christ, he was appointed by Bishop
Donald George Kenneth Ming as the Presiding
Elder of the Eastern District. He was at the
time one of three presiding Elders in the
Southwest Georgia Conference of thee Afri-
can-Methodist Episcopal Church. At the time
of his retirement as a Presiding Elder, he was
senior Presiding Elder in charge of thirty-six
churches. He also retired as a Civil Service
Employee at Robins Air Force Base, as an
electronic technician. He also was an entre-
preneur, as he was the owner of D and S Flo-
rist in Fort Valley, Georgia.

Shirley Chisholm once said that, “Service is
the rent that we pay for the space that we oc-
cupy here on this earth.” Reverend Smith not
only paid his rent, as a minister of the gospel,
but he paid his rent with his many social and
civic affiliations. During his lifetime, he re-
ceived many awards to include: Joseph Ros-
coe Campbell Freedom Award for service to
the Concerned Citizens Movement for the
Americus-Sumter County NAACP; Special
Recognition Award for outstanding and dedi-
cated service to the Americus Police Depart-
ment and the Sumter County Community for
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